
   

 

3rd Grade 

Addition & 

Subtraction 

Overview 

Direct Instruction: 

9/13-10/1 
 

Concept will continue to 

be spiraled throughout 

the school year. 

Base Ten  
 

Expanded or 

Front End 
 

Number Line  
 

Standard Algorithm 
(not required at mastery 

level until 4th grade) 
 

Please see Parent 

Addition and/or 

Subtraction Brochure 

for further explanation 

Addition & 

Subtraction 

Strategies: 

Vocabulary: 
Previously Taught: 

 

separating 

sum 

unknown number 

unknown quantity 

comparing 

difference 

distance 

fact family 

joining 

 

New to 3rd Graders 

 

No new TEKS specific 

vocabulary  
 



 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mastery Level 

Understanding: 

 

Kinder: 

Modeled the action of joining to represent 
addition and the action of separating to represent 

subtraction. Explained how they solved problems 
using spoken words, concrete or pictorial models 

and number sentences. Solved problems using 
objects and drawings to find sums and 

differences within 10. 
First: 

Used objects and pictorial models to solve word 
problems involving joining and separating within 

20. Explained strategies used to solve addition and 
subtraction problems within 20 using spoken 

words, objects, pictorial models, and number 
sentences. Applied basic fact strategies to add 

and subtract within 20 including making a 10 and 
decomposing a number leading to a 10. Used 

concrete and pictorial models to determine the 
sum of a multiple of 10 and a one-digit number in 

problems up to 99. Generated and solved problem 
situation when given a number sentence involving 

addition and subtraction within 20 
Represented word problems involving addition 

and subtraction of whole numbers up to 20 using 
concrete and pictorial 

Second: 
Added up to four two digits numbers and 

subtract two-digit numbers using mental 
strategies and algorithms based on knowledge of 

place value and properties of operations. Solved 
one-step and multi-step word problems involving 

addition and subtraction within 1,000 using a 
variety of strategies based on place value, 

including algorithms. Generated and solved 
problem situations for a given mathematical 

number sentence involving addition and 
subtraction of whole numbers within 1,000. 

Represented and solved addition and subtraction 
word problems where unknowns may be any one 

of the terms in the problem. 

Building Blocks: 
(Previously Taught Skills) 

Expectations: 
(Texas Knowledge and Skills) 

3.4A (R) Solve with fluency 
one-step and two-
step problems 
involving addition and 
subtraction within 
1,000 using 
strategies based on 
place value, 
properties of 
operations, and the 
relationship between 
addition and 
subtraction.    

3.5A (R) Represent one- 
and two-step 
problems involving 
addition and 
subtraction of whole 
numbers to 1,000 
using pictorial 
models, number 
lines, and equations.     

 



Addition Strategies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Subtraction strategies 

 


